Kol Tikvah- 6 graders
2nd activity: Arik Ze’evi
Goals:
1. The kids will get to know about the story of Arik Zehevi as a child in low-income household that grew up to be one of Israel’s most significant and loved athlete in history and one of the best in the world in his field.
2. The kids will get to know the story behind the success of many Israel and the state of Israel throughout Zehehvi’s personal story.
3. The kids will understand that many times life can put different obstacles in front of you- the question is how you react towards them. 
4. The kids will encounter different scenarios that both Israeli and Jewish people faced throughout the history.
Activity: 
1. Opening game:  Duck Duck Goose- Israeli version: Barvaz Barvaz Avaz!! (10 min.)
2. The kids will play “back2back Sumo”: the group will stand in a wide circle while there holding each other hand. In every round two members of the group will have to get inside the circle and to play Sumo one against the other just with their backs touching. If one of those 2 touches the circle, he strikes out and another round begin. (10 min.)
3. Savta Shokolad (Grandma Chocolate): the kids will sit around in circle. In that circle there will be Judo training suit, and a chocolate bar on a plastic plate with plastic utensils. Their goal is to pass around a big book, which each one of them will have to open in a random page. If they wound up opening on a page that has the number 7 in it, they will have to get up to the middle of the circle, quickly wear the suit and start eating the chocolate using the plastic utensils. In that time the kids keep on going with opening the big book on a random page, and if some else open on a page with the number 7, they quickly switch between themselves. The game is only finished when the chocolate bar was eaten completely! (15 min.)

4. 3 truths and 2 lies: The kids will be facing a poster with several scenarios that happened to Jewish and Israeli athletes. The stories will be anonymous- without giving away any specific details. The kids will have to decide which ones are fakes and which are true. The twist- there ALL going to be true stories that happened.
a. Player choose to miss an important game because of spiritual beliefs while his team still plays: Sandi Koufax and Hank Greenberg on Yom Kippur: http://www.shermanreport.com/yom-kippur-the-day-sandy-koufax-said-he-wouldnt-start-a-world-series-game/
http://www.thewrap.com/hank-greenbergs-courageous-yom-kippur-decision-guest-blog/
b. A sport team choose not to show up for a game from a spiritual beliefs, even in a price of getting fined: Israeli Tennis national team get fined by 10,000 dollars for postponing originally on Yom Kippur: http://www.israelnationalnews.com/News/News.aspx/170817#.Um_yiHBJOAI
c. A national team’s flag isn’t being presented due to political issues: Disrespecting the Israeli Flag when swimmers get on to the podium: http://www.timesofisrael.com/no-israeli-flag-in-qatar-for-swimming-world-cup-finalists/
d. A terrorist group strikes and hurts numbers of people while a world championship is being held- 1972 Olympic massacre, while the games kept their regular course of actions. http://hereandnow.wbur.org/2012/07/25/munich-olympics-tragedy
e. A participant in a world championship doesn’t show up because to the heat because it includes participant from pther nationality: Iranian swimmer doesn’t participate in the World Championship because he was supposed to compete against Israel’s Gal Nevo. http://www.haaretz.com/print-edition/sports/swimming-world-championships-iran-s-team-dives-into-israel-boycott-1.375309
(10 min)

5. Discussion:  We will gather up everyone in a circle and explain what the point behind these 2 games relates to the topic of the program.

Before we summarize the activity, we divide the group into 6 different smaller groups (as for the numbers of scenarios) and hand them out an article that involves with these scenarios- each group gets one.

After we’ll give them few minutes to dread and discuss about it, we’ll gather everyone back together and ask:

· Have you seen that all of these “anonymous scenarios” has occurred in real life. Have you thought about that when it was showed to you without the specific details? 

· What do you think is the cause to the action of the people mentioned in the articles? In your opinion- did they act well in that scenario?

· What would you do if you were in their spot? 
6. In the second part of the discussion we’ll talk about the Arik Ze’evi’s life and career- from winning the European championship 4 times and being on the world top (silver medal in the World Championship, Bronze medal in Athens 2004 Olympic games) but with dealing with failures (2 Olympic games) and a series with injuries, and on top all of this to be one of the most loveable and inspiring athletes in Israel’s History.

· Is Ze’evi’s life story is special? If so, why do you think that?

· Is there’s something special in Israelis that thrives towards success? Why do you think Ze’evi succeeded?   
TDL:
Get Judo/Karate suit, very big book, Hershey’s bar, plastic plate and utensils, make poster with the stories, and print articles.  
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FULL STORY

Yom Kippur: The day Sandy Koufax said he wouldn’t start a World Series game

by Ed Sherman

SEPTEMBER 14, 2013


Today is Yom Kippur, the holiest day of the year for Jews. As a result, I will be posting my Weekend Wrap tomorrow.

In honor of this very solemn holiday, where Jews spend the day in synagogue asking for atonement for the sins of the past year, it always is fitting to invoke the name of Sandy Koufax. Among Jews, he is remembered as more than a great pitcher because of what he did, or more accurately, didn’t do on Yom Kippur in 1965.

The passage below is from Jane Leavy’s excellent biography on Koufax. By the way, if you haven’t read Leavy’s best, you should. One of the best sports books ever.

********

In 1961, Yom Kippur began at sundown on September 19 and ended at sundown September 20. Koufax, as usual, fasted during the holiday. On the night of Sept. 20, though, he was on the mound and pitched the Dodgers to victory with a 13-inning, 15-strikeout, 205-pitch performance.

In 1965, the Dodgers had a big lead in the National League. It was announced that Oct. 6 would be game 1 of the World Series. Oct. 6 was Yom Kippur. They asked Koufax what he would do. He said,

“I’m praying for rain.” He also said he would consult a Rabbi. He never did.

Koufax told a Rabbi: ‘I’m Jewish. I’m a role model. I want them to understand they have to have pride.”

Thousands of Jews said they saw Koufax at various synagogues in Minneapolis. In fact, he never left his hotel room.

Don Drysdale, a Hall of Famer, pitched Game 1. He got bombed, giving up 7 runs. When the manager went out to pull him, he said, “Don’t you wish I was Jewish too?”

*******

Always loved that Drysdale line. I got to know Don when he was the White Sox play-by-play voice in the 1980s. Like Koufax, he was a Hall of Famer way beyond the pitcher’s mound.

 

- See more at: http://www.shermanreport.com/yom-kippur-the-day-sandy-koufax-said-he-wouldnt-start-a-world-series-game/#sthash.iKqYyJwy.dpuf
