Kol Tikvah- 6th graders
5th activity: Shuly Rand
Goals:
1. The students will get to know about the story of Shuly Rand- a folk-blues Israeli artist / performer that become famous actor as a secular man in Israel, became “Ba’al Tshuva” and regain fame as an orthodox singer, making a semi- Jewish music. 
2. The students will see the importance of not” judging a book by its cover”- having a solid opinion on different things based on its outside appearance.
3. The students will try to grasp what it means to have a major change in your life.
Activity: 
1. Opening game:  Chinese soccer: the students are standing in a close circle with their legs spread out a bit (5 inch more than shoulders width) so that their feet are touching. The goal of each one of the students is to score a goal by tossing the ball (only on the ground) between the legs of their teammates while prevent from other students score a goal. (10 min)
2. The setting of the game will be based on the game show “Identity”. There will be a poster hanged on the wall with 12 faces of people on it- 6 American and 6 Israelis. The kids will have to guess, based on their hunches and gut feelings, what is the title or main characteristic of the people on the poster. i.e. Edward Snowden- a CIA agent that revealed confidential information, which they will probably won’t connect between his face and his actions. (10 min). We will reveal what were the actual answers further in the program! 
3. We will divide the group into pairs. Each pair will choose one of the people on the poster and will have to make up the life story behind the person they chose, using the piece of information they match before as a group. Using at least this information: name, age, family status, occupation, nationality. When they’ll finish we will gather them up and have every group to share they’re story. (15 min)
4. We will ask them to write two small notes: 

a.  what you can thing you can change in your life (eat kosher food, do more homework, clearing the dishwasher twice a week, etc)
b. What change in your life you wouldn’t be able to do? (stop eating meat, go running every day, get up early on weekends, etc) 
Each question will have a different bowl to put the matching answers in. We will ask each student to take one notes out of each bowl. They will have to come up with efficient ways and tools to live with this condition- just one of them (it’s for the kids to have wider options to choose from). For example- one of notes was “stop eating meat”- eat in a veggie restaurants or only veggie meals, take vitamin and iron peels, etc. (10 min.)
Moral: it’s hard to change life habits- some things in life seem like it would be hard to change, even impossible. What for one might seem impossible, for someone else could be trivial and easy to do. Like with Shuly Rand- who made a huge change in his life by becoming a “Ba’al Tsuva”, that for a lot a people seem extreme and even unbearable. 
5. Revealing the true identities of the 12 people of the poster. (5 min)
6. Discussion:  (10 min)
a. What have you learned from the program?

b. When in the program you used prejudice in identifying other people, based on just appearance and not on the inside of them?

c. How many times it happened and your life? That you used to have an opinion about someone / something but it has changed after you get to know it.

d. Do you know someone who has major changes in his life? How did he / she react? How would you react if you were in his / her spot?

e. Do you see yourself making any major changes in your life?

TDL:
2 packets of medium sized post-it notes, 20 pens, pile of plain papers, medium sized bouncy ball, portable speakers (Tom brings).
· To print the faces poster, titels,.
