Ha’Tikvah

Educational program

PLEASE BEGIN THIS DISCUSSION WITH AN ICEBREAKER SO THAT THE ENTIRE GROUP CAN MEET EACHOTHER AND LEARN EVERYONE”S NAMES! 
In groups the students will compare the Star Spangled Banner and Hatikva. 
First read the two anthems (both of the anthems are longer, the part that we will use is the part that we sing) make sure that the students get the general idea of each one of the anthems and then discus the following questions:

	Oh, say can you see, by the dawn's early light, 

What so proudly we hailed at the twilight's last gleaming? 

Whose broad stripes and bright stars, through the perilous fight, 

O'er the ramparts we watched, were so gallantly streaming? 

And the rockets' red glare, the bombs bursting in air, 

Gave proof through the night that our flag was still there. 

O say, does that star-spangled banner yet wave 

O'er the land of the free and the home of the brave. 




	In The Jewish heart
A Jewish spirit still sings,
	Kol ode balevav
P'nimah - 
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	And the eyes look east
Toward Zion 
	Nefesh Yehudi homiyah 
	

	Our hope is not lost,
Our hope of two thousand years,
	Ulfa'atey mizrach kadimah
Ayin l'tzion tzofiyah. 
	

	To be a free nation in our land,
	Ode lo avdah tikvatenu
Hatikvah bat shnot alpayim: 
	

	In the land of Zion and Jerusalem 
	L'hiyot am chofshi b'artzenu - 
Eretz Tzion v'Yerushalayim
	


Discussion:

1. What is the main idea in the Star Spangled Banner? Main idea in Ha’tikva?

2. Could you take either of these anthems and “give” it to another country? Why or why not?

3. Do you think that these anthems still represent the country they represent?

4. How should people feel when they sing this song?

5. Which of these anthems do you identify with more?

6. If you were going to rewrite either of these anthems, what would you write?

7. In the modern world do we still need anthems or is something that is “left over” from the past? 

As a development from the questions about rewriting the anthems for modern times, we move on to the “Subliminal” song “Hatikva”.

“Subliminal” is a rap group that writes and sings about topics from daily life in Israel.

In the last five years many rap groups have started in Israel (some of you probably heard about Hadag Nachash) and “Subliminal” is part of that trend.

Subjects they write about include: differences between socio-economic classes and relationships with the Arabs. They also write fun songs that can often be heard at parties. They are very popular among the youth in Israel.

The song below is based on Ha’tikva and talks about the reality of Israel today, from one person’s point of view. It is very important to realize that this song is from one person’s point of view and does not represent the country’s view as a whole.   

Ha’tikva by Subliminal-

“Ha’tikva” (the hope)/ Subliminal

I see how many of them have gone too many of them didn’t come back friends drew apart, homes broken apart of families and buds of people spilt, flowers that won’t bloom tikva (hope) in our heads love in our souls, the dream in our spirits so for ever we will carry on our way

The silence disappears again war voices

Another solider comes back wrapped with what? With the flag of the state

Blood and tears are soaked in the land

And anther mother stunned got left just with a picture

Locked tikva (hope) in my heart, as a strong nation we won’t give up

Because a person hasn’t been born that can stop Israel

 Give me tikva (hope) to accept what I don’t have

And the power to change what I have

Refrain:

Lets keep going our life is ahead of us

It is not late because tomorrow is another day

The dream will die if we lose Ha’tikva (hope)

So stretch a hand to love

 You promise a dove in the sky but there is an eagle 

My brother a poisonous sting nettles is not an olive leaf 

Living in a dream everybody speaks about Shalom

But shoot press pull squeeze the trigger

In a world of terror attacks innocent people still talking

Live in illusions of justice they widen the crack in the nation

Going through daily madness in order to survive

I don’t want to live to fight I am fighting to live and plant tikva (hope) rooted roots

Protect with my body on the dream that it won’t be smashed to shrapnel

Stop enough with the pain enough with the drama

It’s a year that the land is bleeding, don’t sleep and why?

Give me tikva (hope) to accept what I don’t have 

And the power to change what I have 

  Refrain:

Lets keep going our life is ahead of us

It is not late because tomorrow is another day

The dream will die if we lose Ha’tikva (hope)

So stretch a hand to love

God give me Ha’tikva (hope) to accept what I don’t have

Give me the power to change what I have

Give me the courage to try and l’taken et ha’olam (repair the world) 

  Refrain:

Lets keep going our life is ahead of us

It is not late because tomorrow is another day

The dream will die if we lose Ha’tikva (hope)

So stretch a hand to love

Continuation of discussion-

1. What is the difference between the original Ha’tikva and the Ha’tikva by “Subliminal”?

2. Which of the “Ha’tikva”s better describes the way you feel about Israel? 

3. Is the song of “Subliminal” hopeful?

4. If you could choose the anthem for Israel today which of the songs would you pick?  Why?

5. Do you feel that “Subliminal” is giving a true picture of Israel? Is this the picture you want other people (anyone other then yourself) to have?

6.  Does this song describe a wide spread feeling among Jews? Or is it just the feeling among the Israeli people?

7. After looking at this song do you think that the Zionistic movement has achieved its goals? If not, what is missing in order to get there? 

8. Is there an American song that does the same thing this for the National anthem that this song does for Ha’tikva?

At the end of the discussion it is important to go over what your group talked about.  Basically sum up in two minutes what you have done in the past hour, including major points that the students have raised during discussion and ensuring that the students understand the connection between everything that’s going on.

This is a good time to give your own input and thoughts, but make sure that the students understand that this is only your opinion and not the only possible answer. 

