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Birth of The “Tikva”

This is a story of a poet that we all know of today and goes way back in history. It begins in 1856 when Naftali Herz Imber was born in the backwaters of the Austrian empire. By the age of 10 he wrote his first poem and dreamt of being a great poet like Juda Halevi.
At the age of 18, when his father died, he left home. He drifted through European capitals and wrote poets for Lords of Hungary, Poland, Serbia and more. Unsuccessful as a poet he took on other employment: private Hebrew teacher, bank clerk, peddler and secretary.
At the age of 22 (1878), while he was residing in the Baron Moshe Valdberg’s home, he wrote (as per his testimony) the poem “tikvatenu” as a song about the Jewish people’s hope to have a country.
While travelling in Istanbul, Turkey, he met a couple, Lorenz Olifent and his wife. Lorenz was a Zionist Christian who believed that if the Jews had their own country, Geula (redemption) would be bestowed on the whole world. Imber fascinated Olifent with his Hebrew and was invited by him to join him on his journey to Israel.
Imber traveled in Israel and everywhere he went he sang for the locals many of his songs, among them, an improved version of “tikvatenu”, with most cities thinking its performance was unique for them. 
The song was published in Imber’s first song collection in 1886. Most of the Hebrew-speaking people of that time disrespected it, claiming the Hebrew was shallow, the rhymes weren’t good and he thus got no recognition as a lyricist.
The people from the “First Aliyah” loved the song since it spoke of simple people like them. The song was shortened from multiple verses to two and the name changed from “Tikvatenu” to “Hatikva”. The song changed from looking at the past to looking at the future: Going to our country, being a Jew in the world.
In this period, anti-Semitism flourished . After Dreifus’s trial, Benyamin Herzl knew he had to find a solution for the Jews. Many people mocked him but within a year of publishing the book “State of the Jews” he made the Jews feel like one and called for the first Congress of Bazel (1897). At that Zionist congress a flag was unfurled which later became the flag of the State of Israel.
In 1898 Hertzel announced a competition for writing an anthem for a prize of 500 Swiss (?) Francs. Forty three songs in 5 different languages were submitted, with some even built on well-known tunes like “maoz Tzur” and “dai-dai-yenu”. None of those were fit to be the Israeli anthem. Additional competitions were held though none ever produced a winner.
In that same year (1898) Hertzel came to Israel to improve realtions with the Turkish Government. While he visited the city of Rehovot (wooho) a girl dressed in blue and white greeted him. She began singing the “tikva” and the whole city joined in. not long after, all the cities throughout Israel would sing the “tikva”.
Not only the “tikva was sung in Israel but abroad too. In many meetings of “Hovevei Tzion” (Lovers of Zion) they would sing the “tikva”.
On the fourth Zionist Congress that was held in London, 1900, after singing the London anthem, everyone broke out in singing the “Tikva”.
At the Sixth Zionist Congress In 1903 Hertzl offered the idea of “Uganda” as a state for the Jews, to widespread opposition and giving significant meaning to the words “עין לציון צופיה”.
In 1904 Benyamin Hertzel died.
In 1909 Naftali Hertz Imber died in poverty in New-York.
IN 1933 at the 18th Zionist congress the “Tikva” was officially designated the anthem for the Zionist organization (65 years after it was written).
In 1948 the “tikva” was sung at the beginning of the declaration of the state of Israel, and played on the radio at the end.
In 1983 a bill to make “Hatikva” an anthem failed because of consideration of the many non-jews living in Israel.
Only in 2004 did “Hatikva”become the  official Anthem for the state of Israel because of a law requiring “A flag, a Symbol and an Anthem”.
126 years after it was written!
1. Don’t the Jews need to have an anthem with holy words from the bible?
1. Don’t we need a fameous poet and not a “drunk” and “not serious poet writing it? Someone like Rabbi Kook, Tshernechoski, Bialik?
1. Is it suitable for non-Jews? Like Druze who serve in the IDF?
