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 The Tanakh ( ך"תנ ) is the canonical collection of Jewish texts. 

 It’s name is an acronym of the Text's three 
subdivisions:  Torah(Teaching), Nevi'im (Prophets) and Ketuvim 
(Writings) 

 The Tanakh consists of twenty-four books. 

 These texts are composed mainly of Biblical Hebrew, with some 
passages in Biblical Aramaic. 

 Most think of the Tanakh tales as a means of education. As if the 
tales were written in order to teach a lesson, or  a value. 

 Some archeological findings shed light on the stories, and may 
prove their truthfulness. 

 Presented are a few compelling artifacts, including scrolls, 
inscriptions, steles, figurines and statues. 
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 Sodom and Gomorrah  were cities mentioned in the Book of Genesis and throughout 
the Hebrew Bible. 

 Divine judgment by God was passed upon Sodom and Gomorrah, which were 
completely consumed by fire and brimstone for the sins of their residents.  

 One theory says that the Dead Sea was devastated by an earthquake between 2100 
and 1900 BCE, which could have unleashed showers of steaming tar. Could the 
Biblical tale be inspired by the geological event? 

 The Biblical tale describes how the wife of Lot became a pillar of salt after she looked 
back at Sodom, for disobeying the angels' warning 
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 The Exodus is the founding myth of Israel. 

 It tells of the enslavement of the Israelites in Egypt, their departure 
under the leadership of Moses, the revelations at Sinai (including 
the Ten Commandments), and their wanderings in the wilderness 
up to the borders of Canaan. 

 it is recounted daily in Jewish prayers and celebrated in the festival 
of Pesach. 

 The Ipuwer Papyrus that was found in Egypt depicts a poem 
describing Egypt as afflicted by natural disasters and in a state of 
chaos, including "the river is blood" and frequent references to 
servants running away. 
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 Sennacherib's Annals are the annals of the Assyrian king Sennacherib. 

 The Prisms were found in Nineveh, which was the ancient capital of 
the Assyrian Empire (modern Iraq). 

 They are found inscribed on three clay prisms kept in the British 
Museum, Oriental Institute of Chicago, and Israel Museum. 

 The annals which have been left by Sennacherib describe his campaign 
against the Kingdom of Israel and Kingdom of Judah, giving a different 
perspective on these events from that of the Bible. 

 On Sennacherib's prism, he says: "As for the king of Judah, Hezekiah, 
who had not submitted to my authority, I besieged and captured forty-
six of his fortified cities, along with many smaller towns, taken in battle 
with my battering rams... As for Hezekiah, I shut him up like a caged 
bird in his royal city of Jerusalem. I then constructed a series of 
fortresses around him, and I did not allow anyone to come out of the 
city gates. His towns which I captured I gave to the kings of Ashod, 
Ekron, and Gaza." 
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 Tel Dan stele was discovered in 1993, in northern Israel. It was left by Hazael, king of 
Aram-Damascus. 

 The king boasts of his victories over Joram and Ahazia, kings of Israel. This was the first 
time the name “House of David” was mentioned outside of the bible. 

 It is currently on display in the Israel museum in Jerusalem. 

 The Mesha stele was discovered in 1868 in Jordan. It was left by Mesha, king of Moab. 

 The King tells how his god (Chemosh) was angry has been angry with his people and had 
allowed them to be subjugated to Omri, king of Israel. This is the earliest mention of 
king David. 

 It is currently on display in France at the Louvre museum. 
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  A passage of inscribed text found in the Siloam 
tunnel which brings water from the Gihon 
Spring to the Pool of Siloam, located in the City of 
David in East Jerusalem. 

 The inscription records the construction of the 
tunnel, which has been dated to the 8th century 
BCE. It is among the oldest extant records of its 
kind written in Hebrew. 

 Its association with the tunnel has been interpreted 
to provide evidence for the ancient Biblical 
narrative. 

 The inscription is at permanent exhibition at 
the Istanbul Archaeology Museum, Turkey. 

 2 Kings 20, 20: "And the rest of the events of 
Hezekiah and all his mighty deeds, and how he 
made the conduit and the pool, and he brought the 
water into the city, they are written in the book of 
the chronicles of the kings of Judah.” 

© Shay Shmoul – 2016 



© Shay Shmoul – 2016 

 Also known as the Wailing Wall, or HaKotel. 

 An ancient limestone wall in the Old City of Jerusalem erected by Herod the Great. 

 It is a relatively small segment of a far longer ancient retaining wall that was originally a 
part of the Second Jewish Temple. 

 Rabbinic tradition teaches that the western wall was built upon foundations laid by the 
biblical King Solomon from the time of the First Temple. In case there is further 
evidence, it is buried under the mosques. 

 The Western Wall is considered holy due to its connection to the Temple Mount. 

 The wall has been a site for Jewish prayer and pilgrimage for centuries. 

 There is a much publicized practice of placing slips of paper containing written 
prayers into the crevices of the Wall. 

 Exposed height: 262 feet. 



 Also known as the Qumran Caves Scrolls. 

  A collection of some 981 different texts discovered between 1946 and 1956 in eleven caves 
in the immediate vicinity of the Hellenistic-period Jewish settlement in the Judaean Desert 
(modern West Bank). The caves are located 1.2 miles inland from the Dead Sea.  

 They were created during 250 BCE to 68 CE, and are written in Hebrew, Aramaic and 
Greek. They are made of leather, Papyrus and copper. 

 The texts are of great historical, religious, and linguistic significance because they include 
the oldest known surviving manuscripts of the Hebrew Bible canon. By the time the scrolls 
were written, the full Tanakh was already sealed. 

 The scrolls are Displayed at the Shrine of the Book at the Israel Museum, Jerusalem. 
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Are you convinced? 
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 אני משוכנע

I am convinced 
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