


Source 1 - Introducation (10 min) .א

• Name round; please share your name, program, year and one word that comes up to you when thinking on Israel.

For our introduction activity, please rise from your seats, and stand in the room according to how much you agree or disagree with the 
following sentences (North side - agree, South side - disagree, and you can choose any point in between that reflects your thoughts 
and feelings);

- I believe that Jewish people around the world should support each other
- I wish I knew more about Israel and its connection to Judaism 
- I don’t know how Israel is connected to my identity
- It’s important to me to be involve in pro Israel activities on campus
- I feel safer when I know there is a Jewish state
- I think every Jewish student should go on Birthright
- I’m pro-Israel but still able to criticize Israel government
- The decisions Israel government takes affect me on campus as a Jewish student
- I believe that Jewish in Canada / America have the right to take part in decisions regrading to the future of Israel 
- I’m afraid to talk about Israel on campus. 
- I don’t know why a Jewish state is necessary
- I think Jewish state is necessary but it doesn’t have to be specifically in Israel

Source 2 - The Declaration of the Establishment of the State of Israel, 1948 (5 min) .ב

The Land of Israel was the birthplace of the Jewish people. Here their spiritual, religious and political identity was shaped. Here they first 
attained to statehood, created cultural values of national and universal significance and gave to the world the eternal Book of Books.

After being forcibly exiled from their land, the people kept faith with it throughout their Dispersion and never ceased to pray and hope for 
their return to it and for the restoration in it of their political freedom.

Impelled by this historic and traditional attachment, Jews strove in every successive generation to re-establish themselves in their ancient 
homeland. In recent decades they returned in their masses. Pioneers, defiant returnees, and defenders, they made deserts bloom, revived 
the Hebrew language, built villages and towns, and created a thriving community controlling its own economy and culture, loving peace 
but knowing how to defend itself, bringing the blessings of progress to all the country's inhabitants, and aspiring towards independent 
nationhood.

In the year 5657 (1897), at the summons of the spiritual father of the Jewish State, Theodore Herzl, the First Zionist Congress convened and 
proclaimed the right of the Jewish people to national rebirth in its own country.

This right was recognized in the Balfour Declaration of the 2nd November, 1917, and re-affirmed in the Mandate of the League of Nations 
which, in particular, gave international sanction to the historic connection between the Jewish people and Eretz-Israel and to the right of the 
Jewish people to rebuild its National Home.

The catastrophe which recently befell the Jewish people - the massacre of millions of Jews in Europe - was another clear demonstration of 
the urgency of solving the problem of its homelessness by re-establishing in Eretz-Israel the Jewish State, which would open the gates of the 
homeland wide to every Jew and confer upon the Jewish people the status of a fully privileged member of the community of nations.

Survivors of the Nazi holocaust in Europe, as well as Jews from other parts of the world, continued to migrate to Eretz-Israel, undaunted 
by difficulties, restrictions and dangers, and never ceased to assert their right to a life of dignity, freedom and honest toil in their national 
homeland.

In the Second World War, the Jewish community of this country contributed its full share to the struggle of the freedom- and peace-loving 
nations against the forces of Nazi wickedness and, by the blood of its soldiers and its war effort, gained the right to be reckoned among the 
peoples who founded the United Nations.

On the 29th November, 1947, the United Nations General Assembly passed a resolution calling for the establishment of a Jewish State 
in Eretz-Israel; the General Assembly required the inhabitants of Eretz-Israel to take such steps as were necessary on their part for the 
implementation of that resolution. This recognition by the United Nations of the right of the Jewish people to establish their State is 
irrevocable.

This right is the natural right of the Jewish people to be masters of their own fate, like all other nations, in their own sovereign State.

Accordingly we, members of the People's Council, representatives of the Jewish Community of Eretz-Israel and of the Zionist Movement, are 
here assembled on the day of the termination of the British Mandate over Eretz-Israel and, by virtue of our natural and historic right and on 
the strength of the resolution of the United Nations General Assembly, hereby declare the establishment of a Jewish state in Eretz-Israel, to 
be known as the State of Israel.

We declare that, with effect from the moment of the termination of the Mandate being tonight, the eve of Sabbath, the 6th Iyar, 5708 (15th 
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May, 1948), until the establishment of the elected, regular authorities of the State in accordance with the Constitution which shall be adopted 
by the Elected Constituent Assembly not later than the 1st October 1948, the People's Council shall act as a Provisional Council of State, and 
its executive organ, the People's Administration, shall be the Provisional Government of the Jewish State, to be called "Israel."
The State of Israel will be open for Jewish immigration and for the Ingathering of the Exiles; it will foster the development of the country for 
the benefit of all its inhabitants; it will be based on freedom, justice and peace as envisaged by the prophets of Israel; it will ensure complete 
equality of social and political rights to all its inhabitants irrespective of religion, race or sex; it will guarantee freedom of religion, conscience, 
language, education and culture; it will safeguard the Holy Places of all religions; and it will be faithful to the principles of the Charter of the 
United Nations.

The State of Israel is prepared to cooperate with the agencies and representatives of the United Nations in implementing the resolution of the 
General Assembly of the 29th November, 1947, and will take steps to bring about the economic union of the whole of Eretz-Israel.

We appeal to the United Nations to assist the Jewish people in the building-up of its State and to receive the State of Israel into the 
community of nations.

We appeal - in the very midst of the onslaught launched against us now for months - to the Arab inhabitants of the State of Israel to preserve 
peace and participate in the upbuilding of the State on the basis of full and equal citizenship and due representation in all its provisional and 
permanent institutions.

We extend our hand to all neighbouring states and their peoples in an offer of peace and good neighbourliness, and appeal to them to 
establish bonds of cooperation and mutual help with the sovereign Jewish people settled in its own land. The State of Israel is prepared to do 
its share in a common effort for the advancement of the entire Middle East.

We appeal to the Jewish people throughout the Diaspora to rally round the Jews of Eretz-Israel in the tasks of immigration and upbuilding 
and to stand by them in the great struggle for the realization of the age-old dream - the redemption of Israel.

Placing our trust in the Almighty, we affix our signatures to this proclamation at this session of the provisional Council of State, on the soil of 
the Homeland, in the city of Tel-Aviv, on this Sabbath eve, the 5th day of Iyar, 5708 (14th May, 1948).

Disscussion; (10 min)
- What are the values that are presented in the text?

- What is the story or narrative progression you see reflected here?

- Do any of the values beeing brought here inspire pride, shame, confusion, or hope for you? Any other emotion that comes up?

- How would you articulate Zionism after reading this text?

Source 3 - Theodor Herzl,  Der Judenstaat (The Jewish State), 1896 (2 min) .ג

We have sincerely tried everywhere to merge with the national communities in which we live, seeking only to preserve the faith of our fathers. 
It is not permitted us. In vain are we loyal patriots, sometimes superloyal; in vain do we make the same sacrifices of life and property as our 
fellow citizens; in vain do we strive to enhance the fame of our native lands in the arts and sciences, or her wealth by trade and commerce. 
In our native lands where we have lived for centuries we are still decried as aliens, often by men whose ancestors had not yet come at a time 
when Jewish sighs had long been heard in the country…

Let me repeat once more my opening words: The Jews who will it shall achieve their State. We shall live at last as free men on our own soil, 
and in our own homes peacefully die. The world will be liberated by our freedom, enriched by our wealth, magnified by our greatness. And 
whatever we attempt there for our own benefit will redound mightily and beneficially to the good of all mankind.

Disscussion; (10 min)
- Look at the first paragraph. According to Herzl, what has been the experience of the Jewish people in the Diaspora 

(i.e. outside of a Jewish state)?

- What is Herzl’s argument for a Jewish state? 

- According to Herzl, what role does Israel play for the Jewish people? What role should Israel play in the world? Why do you think he 

feels this way?

- How do you react and relate to Herzl’s argument?

Source 4 - Conan Without Borders; ISRAEL, 2017 - Intro (1.25 min) .ד

Conan O'brien debriefing Israel's history;
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0xw-szfnamI

Source 5 - The Law of Return: Coming Home, 2019 (8:53 min) .ה

Unpacked explains the Law of Return
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S3U4cV2vFOU

Source 6 - A look on the Demographic Map of Israel, 2020 (10 min) .ו

http://worldpopulationreview.com/countries/israel-population/

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0xw-szfnamI 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S3U4cV2vFOU 
http://worldpopulationreview.com/countries/israel-population/ 


Disscussion; (10 min)

- What can we learn about Israeli society from the statistics presented above?

- What are the challenges that are being raised from looking at the Demographic Map?

- Can we articulate and meet the values of 1948's decleration in Israel today?

Reflection & Summary (10 min) .ז

Time for reflection, thoughts and questions that comes up in you after this session - optional method for presenting your take on this is 
choosing an object you find in this room that signifies your answer to one or more of the following questions;

- What feelings, thoughts or insights came to you during this session?

- Do you feel connected / disconnected to the discussion it brought up?

- Do you think Israel should Israel play a role in your Identity?

- Do you feel comfortable with the Jewish state values? 

Thank you! 


