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The people living here didn’t enter the city. However the city entered them, and they’re carrying it with them ages and ages.


Avigdor Dagan / Kafka in Jerusalem








Tourists/ Yehuda Amichai


Once I sat on the steps by agate at David's Tower, I placed my two heavy baskets at my side. A group of tourists was standing around their guide and I became their target marker. "You see that man with the baskets? Just right of his head there's an arch from the Roman period. Just right of his head." "But he's moving, he's moving!" I said to myself: redemption will come only if their guide tells them, "You see that arch from the Roman period? It's not important: but next to it, left and down a bit, there sits a man who's bought fruit and vegetables for his family."








Shay Agnon's speech receiving the Nobel Prize in Stockholm1966, written on the 50 shekel bill: 


"As a result of the historic catastrophe in which Titus the king of Rome destroyed Jerusalem and Israel was exiled from its land, I was born in one of the cities of exile. But I always regarded myself as one who was born in Jerusalem. In a dream, in a vision of the night, I saw myself standing with my brother- Levites in the holy Temple, singing with them the songs of David the king of Israel. Melodies such as no ear has heard since the day our city was destroyed and its people went into exile.


…it's by the virtue of Jerusalem that I have written all that G-d has put into my heart and into my pen".











"Ten measures of beauty descended to the world, Nine were taken by Jerusalem and one by the rest of the world…" 


(Babylonian Talmud, Tractate Kiddushin 49:2)





About the first moments near the kotel


“I remember with a smile’ how we looked for it, - for the wall. We ran there, a group of soldiers out of breath, looking for a big stone wall. Ahead! Ahead!  Passing through Mograbie gate rushing crowded – When suddenly we stopped as if a lightning struck us. In front of us it stood. Gray & big, quite and detained- the kotel.


I slowly began to advance towards the kotel. In awe as a messenger of the Jewish people, a messenger of my father and grandfather and grand-grandfather, and of all the generations from all over the Diaspora, that weren’t fortunate enough to be here, so they sent me instead. Someone there said:” shecheyanu vekiyemanu vehigianu lazman haze “and I couldn’t say “Amen” – I just put my hand on the stone, and the tears that flew from my eyes weren’t mining…they were the tears of all of am Israel, tears of hope and prayers, and Chassidic melodies, and Jewish dances.


 (Paratrooper arriving at the western wall- 1967)   








The word that Yesha'yahu saw concerning Yehuda and Yerushalayim. And it shall come to pass in the last days, that the mountain of the lord's house shall be established on the top of the mountains, and shall be exalted above the hills; and all the nations shall flow unto it. And many people shall go and say, come and let us go up to the mountain of G-D, to the house of the G-D of Ya'akov;  and he will teach us of his ways and we will walk in his paths  for out of Ziyyon shall go forth the Tora, and the word of G-D from Yerushalayim. And he shall judge among the nations, and shall decide among many people; and they shall bear their swords into plowshares and their spears into pruning hooks; nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn war any more    (Yesha'yahu,2; 2-4)





Paratroopers, conquerors of Jerusalem





Colonel Mordechai Gur Speech To the Regimental Formation on the Temple Mount, June 7, 1967


 


When the Temple Mount was conquered by the Greeks it was liberated by the Maccabbees. The "Kanaim" and Bar Kochva fought against those that destroyed the Second Temple. For 2,000 years the Temple Mount was off limits to the Jews. Until you, the paratroopers, came and returned it to the bosom of its people. The Western Wall, towards which every Jewish heart beats, is again in our hands. Many Jews risked their lives, over our very long history, to come to Jerusalem and to reside in it.  An infinite number of wistful poems have expressed the profound desire for Jerusalem that beats in every Jewish heart. During the War of Liberation incredible efforts were made to reclaim the heart of the people - the Old City and the Western Wall. To you has fallen the great privilege to complete the circle, to give back to the people its eternal capital and its sacred center. Many paratroopers, our finest and most veteran comrades, fell in this terrible battle. It was a rapid and ferocious battle. In it you functioned as one body that crushed anything that stood in your way without concern for your own injuries. You did not gripe, you did not complain, you did not report, you just advanced and conquered. Jerusalem is yours – forever!











If I forget thee, O Jerusalem, may my right hand forget its cunning. May my tongue cleave to the roof of my mouth, if I do not set Jerusalem above my highest joy.  (Psalms 137:5-6) 








"… and since all the days and nights I would roam the expanses of Jerusalem, I had no time for learning a profession; and even worse, I did not have enough time to immerse myself in Torah study. For the heart of the Jew who fails to study Torah cries out to him in the tone of severe yet pitiful judgment,' When they ask you in the heavenly assembly: Did you immerse yourself in Torah study, what will you say?' I would say, ' I immersed myself in Jerusalem,' and I am thus assured that those in heaven would say to me, 'You have done well'."  (Within the city wall / Shay Agnon)











Jerusalem a brief time line:


BCE BEFORE THE COMMON ERA


1004 King David establishes Jerusalem as the capital of the Kingdom of Israel


960 Solomon builds the First Temple as the religious and spiritual center of the 


Jewish People


517 Second Temple is completed  


167-164 Maccabean revolt against the Hellenistic domination; Jerusalem is 


restored to Jewish autonomy under Hasmonean (Maccabean Empire)


63  Roman invasion led by Pompey


37 King Herod appointed as ruler of Judah by the Romans, restores the Temple


CE COMMON ERA


33 Jesus crucified in Jerusalem


70 Jerusalem and the Second Temple are destroyed after Roman siege


324 Byzantine rule - the Roman Empire including Jerusalem becomes christian 


under Emperor Constantine


688-691 Dome of the Rock and El-Aksa built


1099  First Crusaders capture Jerusalem


1260 Mamelukes rule Jerusalem


1516-17 Turkish Ottoman Empire (sultan Selim) conquers Jerusalem


1858-60  Mishkenot Sha'ananim built by Montefiore - first jewish settlement 


outside Old City walls


1917  British conquer Jerusalem; British Mandate period


1947 Partition plan calls for internationalization of Jerusalem


1949  Jerusalem proclaimed Capital of the state of Israel


1967  Six Day War - Jerusalem reunified under Israeli control


1996   3000 years since the establishment of Jerusalem as the capital city 


by King David


2007  40th anniversary of reunification





The very fact that Jerusalem became the capital of Israel was symbolic of the reinstatement of the people of Israel in the land of Israel. Zionism, though a modern movement sought to bring about the revival of the Jewish people by restoring the national institutions of antiquity. Among these, Jewish sovereignty in Jerusalem was perhaps the most important. The centrality of Jerusalem is reflected in the movement's name: "Zionism" which literally means "Jerusalem-ism". And this idea is echoed in the words of the National anthem. The Hatikva expresses the aspiration of the Jewish people to be once again "a free people in our land, the land of Zion; Jerusalem." Hence the re-establishment of Jerusalem as the national capital is one of the Zionist movement's more significant achievements.











"Every Jew carries his own Jerusalem within his heart." �(Levi Eshkol) 





��








Ingathering of Exiles / Shaul Tchernikovsky 


Look, O children, from afar�City of Zion, your people lives �If to the ends of earth we wander �Our hearts yet long for you �Before your summit we came together �Brother reaching out for brother �








From the time the Jews went into exile, they developed various ways of remembering Jerusalem. In the Shulhan Arukh, the standard code of Jewish law, we find: From the time the Temple was destroyed, the Sages legislated that we never erect a building decorated with pictures but rather finish all buildings with simple plaster and paint and leave a square cubit opposite the entrance unpainted (in memory of the destruction of the Temple). When a man marries a woman, he takes a bit of ash and smears it on his forehead. . ., and in some communities he breaks a glass under the bridal canopy. . . . All these measures are taken to remember Jerusalem, as is written, "If I forget thee, O Jerusalem, may my right hand forget its cunning" (Psalms 137:5). Shulhan Arukh, Orah Hayyim 560:1-2 











"We must make Jerusalem the center of the entire Jewish people. . .  Jerusalem has always been and must remain the heart of the Jewish people."  


David Ben Gurion





Jerusalem Today - Center of People and Country 


Jerusalem has been the center of Jewish existence ever since the city was captured by King David some three thousand years ago. Even when the vast majority of Jews lived in exile, yearning for Jerusalem remained a central feature of Jewish life. Through the entire history of Jerusalem, there was hardly a time when Jews did not live there, though at times they numbered no more than a handful. Today, since the return of the Jewish people to its land, and particularly since Jerusalem's reunification after the Six Day War in 1967, the city has become a true center for Jewish institutions and organizations. Educational institutions of every sort have sprung up here, particularly institutions of Jewish and religious education. 








So many prayers focused on one city. As poet Yehuda Amichai says:             


 "The air over Jerusalem is saturated with prayers and dreams like the air over industrial cities. It’s hard to breathe." 








Praying Jerusalem


There are few places in the world that have been the focus of so many prayers as Jerusalem. For thousands of years, Jews have turned towards Jerusalem in their prayer, and it has been one of the focal points of their prayer, mentioned several times in every prayer service.  In the morning "Amidah", we say the following:"Have mercy, (God) and return to Jerusalem, Your city. May Your Presence dwell there as You have promised. Build it now, in our days, and for all time. Re-establish there the majesty of David, Your servant. Praised are You, God who builds Jerusalem."  Translation from "Siddur Sim Shalom" 








To learn about Jerusalem, to feel its pulse, to explore its layers and know its neighborhoods, is to touch the vital spirit of Jewish existence, the essence of Jewish education today. 





The City of Three Religions.  


Jerusalem is the focal point of the conflict between the monotheistic faiths. Judaism, Christianity and Islam differ in their reasons for attributing holiness to the city. They also differ in their ranking of the city's significance; for example Jerusalem is "outranked" by both Mecca and Medina in Moslem tradition. However, the three monotheistic faiths share one common vision of Jerusalem. In each of the three cultures Mount Moriah plays a central role in its eschatological perception of human history. The Jewish Messiah; the Crucifixion, Resurrection, Ascension and Second Coming of Christ; and the final redemption which will bring the Qabba from Mecca to the Dome of the Rock; all focus on Jerusalem. In all three of the Monotheistic faiths, the Messianic age marks the final victory and universal recognition of the one true faith. In all three cases this glorious moment takes place in Jerusalem. According to this perception, the universal metahistoric significance of Jerusalem is only attributed to the city by Jews Christians and Moslems whose fatalistic convictions about the future rest on the hilltops of Jerusalem. This thesis argues that the story of the history of the city of Jerusalem has been dictated by the ceaseless determination of Jews, Christians and Moslems to "land" their own Messiah in the city.








Names of Jerusalem.   Although the precise origin of the name remains uncertain, the � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hebrew_language" \o "Hebrew language" �Hebrew� Yerushalayim may be understood as "Heritage of Peace" — a � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Portmanteau" \o "Portmanteau" �portmanteau� of yerusha ("heritage") and � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shalom" \o "Shalom" �shalom� ("peace").                                       A � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Midrash" \o "Midrash" �Midrashic� interpretation comes from � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Genesis_Rabba" \o "Genesis Rabba" �Genesis Rabba�, which explains that � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Abraham" \o "Abraham" �Abraham� came to the city that was then called Shalem after rescuing � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lot_%28Bible%29" \o "Lot (Bible)" �Lot�. Upon arrival, he asked the king and high priest � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Melchizedek" \o "Melchizedek" �Melchizedek� to bless him, and Melchizedek did so in the name of � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/God" \o "God" �God� (indicating that he, like Abraham, was a � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Monotheism" \o "Monotheism" �monotheist�). According to � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Exegesis" \o "Exegesis" �exegeses�, God immortalizes this encounter between Melchizedek and Abraham by renaming the city in honor of them: the name Yeru (derived from Yireh, the name Abraham gives to the � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Temple_Mount" \o "Temple Mount" �Temple Mount�) is placed in front of the contemporary name of Shalem. 








The Status Of Jerusalem. Under International Law, Jerusalem has no status, but under Israeli legislation, the city is an integral part of the State of Israel and has been declared its capital city. The government and the Knesset - which had sat in Tel Aviv since May 1948 when Jerusalem was under siege - were installed in Jerusalem in late 1949. In January 1950, the Knesset adopted a resolution proclaiming that "Jerusalem is and always has been the capital of Israel". Shortly after the Six Day  War, Jerusalem's status was modified in Israeli internal law: the Israeli government published an edict extending Israeli law, jurisdiction and administration to the eastern part of the city. In 1980, the Knesset voted the Basic Law on "one, undivided Jerusalem, capital of Israel". 








From 40 Years of a United Jerusalem to Israel @ 60





Jerusalem, the capital of Israel, is located in the heart of the country, nestled among the Judean Hills. The city's ancient stones, imbued with millennia of history, and its numerous historical sites, shrines and places of worship attest to its meaning for Jews, Christians and Muslims. Its modern architecture, well-tended parks, contemporary malls, outlying industrial zones, and ever-expanding suburbs proclaim its hopes for the future. 


 Jerusalem's incandescent glow, golden in sunshine, silvery by moonlight, is rivaled in impact only by the kaleidoscope of its people - some the descendants of generations of Jerusalemites, others who have come from the four corners of the earth. Mingling with people wearing the spectrum of modern fashion are dark-suited ultra-Orthodox Jews, Arab women in brightly embroidered shifts and Christian clergy in somber robes. 


Jerusalem - praised by the Prophets, enshrined in literature and liturgy, and sung by poets, near and far, down through the generations. 








I saw a city, all covered with light, and it rises up like the colors of the rainbows. And it plays in me at tune like that from a harp. I saw a city, all covered with light. 


(Or Viyrushalayim / Y. Sarig)





The wall-moss and sadness


The wall-lead and blood


There are people with hearts of stone


There are stones with human hearts


(Hakotel / YGamzu)





ירושלים של זהב Yerushalayim Shel Zahav 








