
The Israeli
     Shmita Declaration

The ancient mandate of Shmita obligates all farmers in the Land of Israel, 
once every seven years, to leave their fields fallow, relinquish ownership

of the produce, let the soil rest, and enable all people (and animals, both wild 
and domestic) to take part in the land’s blessing.  During this year, financial
debts are cancelled, and people receive the opportunity to start over in a new 
period of financial and social freedom.

e

During Shmita, property assumes less importance, time is less pressured, 
and nature becomes much more than a resource to be exploited.  Shmita 

presents an alternative to the race of modern life and is characterized by love of 
the people and Land of Israel, a heightened sense of social responsibility, and 
a framework for environmental practice.  Shmita invites us to renew quality of 
life in all spheres of reality, through a unique public effort.  

eIt is a year of social involvement, spiritual and ethical renewal, and deep 
environmental reflection. It is a year of brotherhood and sisterhood, culture,

spirit, family, and community. It is a gateway in time – once in seven years, a 
renewal of the covenant between humans and the earth.  

It is a year that leaves a distinct impression on the subsequent six years.

Recognizing that the values of Shmita are fundamental 
to education in Israel, and with an understanding that 

with the return of the Jewish people to Zion, the Shmita year 
can now be actualized, we seek to revitalize the Shmita year 
and establish it as a year of individual, social, communal, 
and national significance.



ִרים,  ְבָך, ַהגָּ ִכיְרָך, ּוְלתוֹשָׁ ָך ְוַלֲאָמֶתָך; ְוִלשְׂ ת ָהָאֶרץ ָלֶכם, ְלָאְכָלה--ְלָך, ּוְלַעְבדְּ בַּ ְוָהְיָתה שַׁ
בּוָאָתּה, ֶלֱאכֹל (ויקרא כ"ה) ְהֶיה ָכל-תְּ ַאְרֶצָך:  תִּ ר בְּ ָך-ְוַלַחיָּה, ֲאשֶׁ ְך. ְוִלְבֶהְמתְּ ִעמָּ

  ?Want to know more

Visit our website at www.ishmia.org.il
 or look for us on

בית הלל
הנהגה תורנית קשובה

Welcome to Israeli Shmita
The Israeli Shmita Initiative is the link between the ancient concept of Shmita and 
contemporary Israeli society.  
The initiative seeks to restore the meaning of the Shmita year as a time of personal reflection, 
learning, social involvement, and environmental responsibility in Israel.  An ongoing series of 
events and social activities will enable every person to take part – whether as one giving to 
society and the environment, or as one who receives, and through a myriad of opportunities 
for recreation, culture, and spirit.
Spearheading the Israeli Shmita Initiative are two leading figures in Israel’s Jewish-Social-
Environmental arena:  former MK and social activist Rabbi Michael Melchior, and Ms. 
Einat Kramer, director of Teva Ivri, an NGO dedicated to promoting social-environmental 
responsibility.

What do we do?
 Provide information and guidance designed to introduce every person in Israel to Shmita 

in a meaningful and accessible way.
 Enable individuals to actualize the values of Shmita on a personal level, through a platform 

of learning opportunities and initiatives in the field.
 Provide significant assistance in eliminating debt for families undergoing economic 

recovery
 Help Israelis relate to food in a new way, with an emphasis on recovering surplus food and 

making healthy and nutritious food accessible to all populations.
 Connect Israeli citizens to the land on which we live through formal and informal 

education
 Promote social and environmental reform in the spirit of Shmita through legislation in the 

Knesset

"שמיטה ישראלית"
info@tevaivri.org.il


