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JUNIOR PURIM SPIEL 


CAST OF CHARACTERS

IN ORDER OF APPEARANCE

Dorothy, a nice Jewish girl from Kansas

Mordechai, a Jew in Shushan

Seamstress

Pincushion

Food Processor

Cook

Lion

Party Planner

Haman, Shushan’s baddest no-goodnik

4 of Haman’s 10 sons

Footman

Queen Esther of Shushan

SCENE OPENS WITH DOROTHY ON TOP OF A HOUSE THAT’S ON TOP OF MRS. HAMAN.  MORDECHAI STANDS NEXT TO THE HOUSE.

Dorothy:  Where am I?

Mordechai:  In Shushan of course.

Dorothy:  Why of course?

Mordechai:  Because that’s where you are.

Dorothy:  But this morning I was in Kansas.  How do I get back to Kansas?

Mordechai: Where is Kansas?  Oh, by the way since you just killed Hamans wife-

Dorothy:  (shocked)  I just killed someone?!

Mordechai:  Yes!  That house of yours landed on her!

Dorothy:  (looking down)  Gosh!

Mordechai:  Oh, it’s OK.  Everyone was tired of her behaving like such a witch anyway.  Look, I need some help and you are wearing the magic red slippers.  Could you go 

to my niece’s palace and tell her to go to King Achashverosh to tell him about Haman?

Dorothy:  Go where and tell who about what??

Mordechai:  My cousin, Queen Esther, is married to King Achashverosh.  King Achashverosh has a nasty no-goodnik advisor called Haman who wants to kill all the Jews.

Dorothy:  I, I guess so.

Mordechai:  Thanks!

Dorothy:  MMM, excuse me, but just exactly how do I get there?

Mordechai:  Follow the yellow brick road.

Dorothy on yellow brick road walking along sees seamstress sewed to a tree along with a scare-crow pincushion.

Dorothy:  Why are you sewn to a tree?

Seamstress:  Well, I was so busy sewing and sewing and sewing, and I couldn’t find my pincushion, and then I accidentally sewed myself and my pincushion to this tree.

Pincushion:  Well if you had a brain, like I do, those kinds of accidents wouldn’t happen to you.

Seamstress: It’s not fair, just because you have PhD’s in nuclear physics and molecular biology and a Nobel prize for economics, you think you’re too smart to help me! 

Pincushion:  (to Dorothy)  Don’t mind her.  She’s so upset that she didn’t get the job sewing King Achashverosh’s new party robes.  I don’t think she should be allowed to use scissors, she’s so upset!

Dorothy:  Oh poor you!  I’ll help you get undone!

Pincushion:  Here are the scissors

(hands dorothy scissors)

Dorothy:  Thanks.

(cuts thread), unwinds seamstress and pincushion.

Seamstress: Gee, thanks!  (Looks at Dorothy)  You’re not from around here.  Who are you and where are you going?  Anyway, one good turn deserves another.  How can I help you?  Got any rips in your dress I could mend?

Pincushion:  Don’t let her sew your clothes while you’re wearing them!!

Dorothy:  hmmm…I know! I’m on my way to Queen Esther’s royal palace to give her some very important instructions from her cousin Mordechai.  Why don’t you come with me?  The queen is going to need three new gowns for the parties she has to throw for King Achashverosh.

Pincushion:  Oh-oh.  Do you really think Queen Esther might hire us to make her ballgowns?

Seamstress:  I’m making the gowns, you, you’re holding the pins!!

Pincushion:  sheesh.

Dorothy:  So, off we go.

SONG:  WE’RE OF TO SEE QUEEN ESTHER

We’re off to see Queen Esther 

The wonderful Esther of Shushan.  

We hear she is a wonderful queen if ever a queen there was. 

If ever if ever a queen there was Esther of Shushan is one because 

because because because because because 

Because of the wonderful things she does……. 

We’re off to see Queen Esther 

The wonderful Esther of Shushan.

Dorothty, se. pin, find a cook and her tin robot food-processor sitting by the side of the road cryyyyyying.

Dorothy:  Oh, whatever is the matter???

Food Processor:  Oh, this poor cook!  She’s just been fired by Haman’s housekeeper for putting too much sugar on the doughnuts.

Cook:   Well what good are sugar doughnuts without a lot of sugar?  It’s just because 

Haman’s wife was such a sourpuss!

FP:  Well, you know nobody In Shushan can agree on which kind of sugar, let alone how much.

Cook:  Oh, you!  Just because you have a super-atomic clock powering your motor and won the Nobel peace prize last year for singlehandedly rebuilding Afghanistan, you think you’re too good to work for me!

FP:  That’s not true.  I’ll work for anybody who hires me.

Dorothy:  Hm.  Are you looking for a job now?

Cook:  Well, are you offering one?

Seamstress:  Maybe you two could go with us.

Cook:  Where are you going?

Pincushion:  Off to see Queen Esther.  Weren’t you listening to that song we just sang?  We’re going to sew ballgowns for her. 

FP:  That wasn’t in the song.

Dorothy: Oh nevermind, maybe the Queen needs a cook for her upcoming parties.

Cook:  Why is the queen giving parties?

Dorothy:  Because she has to in order to save the Jews.

FP:  How will the parties save the Jews?

Dorothy:  Well, it’s complicated

Pincushion:  I‘m not even sure I understand it.

Seamstress: You don’t even know what it is.

Pincushion: Oh, right.

Dorothy:  Actually I don’t know if she will throw parties or not. But her cousin Mordechai says she has to talk to the king and I thought parties would help set the atmosphere a little.

FP:  What do parties have to do with weather?

Pincushion:  Everybody knows the answer to that!  It’s whether you have them or not.

all groan

Cook:  Well, why not?  Let’s go, if you can get your motor running.

Dorothy and co walk for awhile and then  sit down to rest.  suddenly a ferocious lion leaps out from the bushes.  all scream.

Lion:  Who are you and what are you doing in my territory?

Party Planner:  (emerges from behind lion),  Oh Lion!  I’m sure they aren’t a threat to you!

Lion:  Well, with Haman and his 10 sons roaming around the place, one can’t be too careful!  You’re lucky you have someone so brave as me to guard you.  Constant Vigilance!!!

PP:  You know, just because you won the congressional medal of honor and the purple heart for outstanding bravery in rescuing Daniel from the lion’s den ….

Lion:  Well, it wasn’t really such a brave thing to do, since it was my den!

PP:  Anyway, I’m sure these lovely people mean us no harm.

Dorothy:  Has Haman been prowling about the place?

Lion:  Listen, quick, hide behind those bushes!!  I can hear him and his noisy sons approaching.

all leap behind foliage.

Haman appears with assorted sons.

Son 1:  But EVERBODY has a gameboy!

Haman:  And you’re everybody?

Son 2:  But I don’t want to play the alto saxophone.

Haman:  Then you should’ve learned the violin like I insisted.

Son 3:  Where’s my allowance?

Haman:  What have you done to earn it?  Honestly, I don’t get a moment’s peace with you constantly bickering.  I should’ve had four daughters, like the Cohens and the Saunders.

Son 1:  but there are 10 of us, not 4.

Haman:  Maybe I shouldn’t have had any children!!!

Sons:  OH, dad, we didn’t mean it!

Haman:  Oh, sons, neither did I.  I’m just so out of sorts from all the Jews.  

Son 4:  Not that awful Mordechai again!  He has no dress sense at all!  You’d think he could afford, now he’s the Queen’s cousin, not to wear clothes with strings unravelling from them.  Or even maybe a proper hat, not a stupid beanie.

sons all laugh.

Haman:  Don’t worry.  I’ve got a plan to get rid of Mordechai and all his ilk.

Son 2:  (very puzzled)  Morderchai and the Jews are herding reindeer?

Haman: (shakes his head).  You’re the simple son, aren’t you?  Never mind, let’s head off to the royal palace of Queen Esther.  I have to keep her from talking to her cousin and then seeing the king.  

they exit.

Dorothy & co emerge from the foliage.

Lion:  What did I tell you?  CONSTANT VIGILANCE!!!!

PP:  I wish you’d can it with the vigilance.

Cook:  Canned vigilance?  Oh, never!  Only fresh-squeezed vigilance if  I’m cooking.

Pincushion:  (shaking his head)  I’m beginning to worry about you people!

Dorothy:  But we must hurry now!!!!!  We must get to the queen before Haman does.  We have to give her the message from her cousin!!

PP:  I can help you with that; I have an interview at the palace for the job of children’s entertainer for the royal children.  

Seamstress:  I didn’t know there were any royal children.

PP:  There aren’t, yet.  But you see, my real job is as a party planner. And a good planner has a plan.  And my plan is to end up as the official party planner of Shushan.  But I will have to get my foot in the door somehow, and I’m counting on all my work with the famous Scotty the Clown in Hong Kong to be a good enough reason for the queen to hire me well in advance of her childrens’ arrival.

Dorothy:  Then let’s go!

song

finally the group arrive at the queen’s palace.

FP:  Oh, no!  Look , there’s Haman and his herd of annoying sons.

Pincushion:  I’ve never heard more annoying sons.

Lion:  SSSHSHSHSHSHSHSHSH!!  Let’s sneak up on them and I’ll eat them all!

PP:  Not a chance, you’re a vegetarian.

Lion:  Oh.  You’re right.  I forgot.

Dorothy:  Luckily, we have here among us a Pincushion with 2 PhD’s, a Lion with two medals and a Food Processor with the Nobel peace prize.  Surely with all these brains, heart and courage, we can figure out a way to get Haman and his annoying herd out of the picture.

Seamstress:  I have it!  Look, here’s a big ball of thread!  Lion, take this thread and run around Haman and his sons, and we’ll have them all sewn up in no time!

Lion takes thread, runs around Haman and his sons, pulls the thread tight and all fall down.  Pinchushion sits on Haman, piercing him with painful pins.  FP circles around the group, whirring menacingly.  

Dorothy and the other 3 rush into the palace.

Dorothy to footman:  Pardon me, could you please tell us where we might find Queen Esther?

Footman:  You might find her at the swimming pool.

Dorothy:  Thank you.  (all run off)

Footman:  You might find her in the library.

all stop.  head in other direction.

Footman:  But if you really want to find her, you need to go down to the royal kitchen!!

Dorothy & company run off.

royal kitchen.  Queen Esther is sitting on a stool looking at a cake decorating book.

Dorothy and all rush in.  stop.  curtsy.

Esther:  Hello.  Who are you and what can I do for you?

Dorothy:  Oh, your majesty, it’s not what you can do for us but what we must do for you!

Seamstress:  Your majesty, we bring an urgent message from your cousin Mordechai.  

Cook:  Your majesty, the Jews are in grave danger.

PP:  You majesty, they need your help.

Esther:  You can cut it out with the “your majesties.”  Everytime I hear that I think my husband’s standing behind me.  But tell me, what does Mordechai say?

Dorothy:  Haman has a plan to kill, exterminate, and annihilate all the Jewish people.

Esther: (puzzled) Definition?????

Seamstress:  YOU’RE ALL GONNA DIE IF HAMAN GETS HIS WAY!

PP:  But you can intercede, interject and interpose with the king.

Esther:  (puzzled) Definition?????

Cook:  GO TELL THE KING NOT TO LET HAMAN KILL THE JEWS!

Esther:  Ladies, please, you’re forgetting something very important!!!  I’m not allowed to go to the king unless he summons me.

Cook:  Well, my dear queen, if you wait for that, you and all the other Jews will all be TOAST!

Esther:  Oh my!  What a jam! 

all groan

she thinks

Dorothy:  Your ladyship, I have an idea.  Invite the king to a series of parties.  And invite 

Haman too.  Then you can tell him, at the 3rd party, what Haman plans to do.

Esther.  That’s a great idea.  But how will I do all of that?

 PP:  That’s where I come in.  I’m a party planner.

Cook:  and I’m a cook.

Seamstress: and I’m ready to make all your new ball gowns.

Esther: HHHHIOOOOORRRAAYYYY!

