CHUSY REGION – ISRAEL SHABBATON

FEBRUARY 2nd – 3rd, 2007
@ BEANS

FROM VISION TO REALITY?

Sicha: Israel and you!

Description: this program will be in two separate break-out groups. 
The kids will be divided to 9 smaller groups, each group will get a quote and will discuss what they feel about it – do they agree or disagree and why? What does it make them feel as Jews in the Diaspora? After 6 min’ they will rotate the quotes and discuss the next one. Not all groups will discuss separately all the quotes. 
Then the kids will rejoin and talk about all the sheets, each group reading the last sheet they have in hand, and they will also get to hear and talk about the ones they didn’t see in the smaller groups. 
The guiding questions: 

· Do you agree or disagree and why? 

· What does this make you feel as Jews in the Diaspora?

At the end a chosen person will read out-loud the quote by Rabbi Judah HaLevi and will read out the following questions, and the kids will respond shortly (these are more “food for thought” questions). 

The goal is to have a lively discussion in the smaller groups and then talk about the conclusions and have a “deeper” discussion as a whole. 
Schedule:
1:30-1:40 PM – general explanation and dividing into groups. 
1:40-1:46 PM – discussion in groups
1:46-1:47 PM – exchanging of sheets (each group gets the one on their left…)

1:47-1:53 PM – discussion in groups 

1:53-1:54 PM – exchanging of sheets

1:54-2:00 PM – discussion in groups 

2:00-2:01 PM – exchanging of sheets

2:01-2:07 PM – discussion in groups 

2:07-2:08 PM – rejoining as a large group
2:08-2:30 PM – discussing all the quotes with the whole group and reading the last sheet. 

The quotes:
1. It is suggested that we should be partners. I am the last to underestimate the tears of sorrow or the tears of joy of the Jews in America and I have seen both. They wept at moments of great danger for Israel and they wept at moments of great joy for Israel.

They wept from afar, and I shall be the last to think lightly of it because i know that they wept from the bottom of their harts. But I can not be satisfied with that, despite the great value attaching to it.

My dear friends, there is a great difference between the family that lives here and whose son or daughter went out to fight in Sinai and a good, sincere Zionist family living in New York or Buenos Aires or in Johannesburg that looked on from afar. Yes, there hearts beat warmly, I am convinced of that, and in their own fashion they prayed to g-d for our success, but there is a difference and one cannot do away with it. One most not try to do so.

Golda Meir – (former Israel prime minister)     

2. There is an unavoidable tension in a relationship between an Israeli Jew and a Diaspora Jew, a relationship which is ideally an adversary one since Israeli is leaving in a community of faith which holds that it alone is the natural place for a Jew to live, and this tension can only be resolved by dealing with it directly.

A Diaspora Jew and an Israeli can talk to each other as ordinary human beings about any thing they wish, but, if they are to talk to each other meaningfully as Jews, there is only one relevant question with which such such a conversation can begin :Why don’t you really come home?

Hillel Halkin- Religious Zionist

3. Even with the best of intentions, the Jew in the Diaspora can never be exclusively a Jew, and in fact he’s a Jew very little. Whether they recognize it or not, Diaspora Jews live in a permanent condition of exile. I mean that they are always a minority and thus dependent on majority beyond their capacity to control. They are born in never-ending conflict between a desire to preserve their Jewish status, which keeps them separate, and the assimilation’s pressures of the social structure. 

David Ben-Gurion – the first Prime Minister of Israel. 

4. The inevitable result of all this is that after 1948 it is no longer possible to regard the Jewish people as a single whole. Israel and the Diaspora will tend more and more to go their separate ways… some maintained that Jerusalem and Babylon had complementary roles in a continuing partnership. Babylon, that is, the dispersion, kinship, common memories, yes; a shared destiny, no…

Harold fisch – (Jewish scholar, researcher, and writer, from mid 1900's onwards) 

5. Today, whether we Zionist like it or not, dispersion is the dominant trend…our father at by the waters of Babylon and wept when they remembered Zion. But when Zion became available, they continue to weep and remember eloquently. In Babylon…Israeli and Diaspora Jews need a frame of mind that is both visionary and relentlessly realistic: this involves a renunciation of illusions, which is the hardest intellectual exercise….

Abba Even –Israeli politician and diplomat from 1946-1988
8. The tragedy is that Israelis are being misled and given the wrong information on which to base policy decisions. The fact is that support for Israel is decreasing among Americans, and even among American Jews, as the result of the occupation of the west bank.

Michael Lerner- American Rabbi. Editor of Anti- occupation organization called "Tikkun- Jewish Critique of Politics, Culture and Society". 

7. You can't sit in Manhattan and be a Zionist just because you like oranges, falafel and you come here once a year to argue in Jerusalem about "where is Zionism going?"…there is only one answer: Zionism is going on here…Zionism as I see it, exists only in its political form. And as a person who likes shoes is not a shoemaker, so a Jew who likes Israel isn't a Zionist.

Yonatan Gefen- secular Israeli songwriter
8. It's time to say that America is a better place to be a Jew than Jerusalem. If ever there was a promised land, we Jewish Americans are living in it.

Some Israelis tell Americans Jews that America, like the fleshpots of Egypt, is no place for a Jew – we're all going to die in gas chambers, singing Christmas carols. The message is that we are not supposed to feel secure because anti-Semitism will catch up with us, as it is have the Jews everywhere else throughout history...
 For American Jew's – now Jewish Americans – the American dream has come true. I wonder how many Israelis think the Zionist one has come true. I wonder how many Israelis think the Zionist one has come true, too.
Jacob neusner – (US professor of religion and theology)

9. I am extremely worried about the future of the Jewish people in the Diaspora and their future connections with Israel. I fear the situation remains unchanged, both assimilation and the distance between Israel and the Diaspora will increase… I am worried that there is no real concern in Israel about what's going on in the Jewish word. Most of us accept the existing trends and institutions as self–evident. As I see it, what is self-evident is that they must change.

Yossi beilin (former justice minister)     

The quote for the end:
10. My heart is in the East and I am at the edge of the West. Then how can I taste what I eat, how can I enjoy it? How can I fulfill my vows and pledges while Zion is in the domain of Edom and I am in the bonds of Arabia? It would be easy for me to leave behind all the good things of Spain; it would be glorious to see the dust of the ruined Shrine.

Judah HaLevi – a Spanish Jewish Philosopher and Poet, 1075-1141. 

Do you feel that this kind of Zionism still exists?

a. if not – can it? b. if it does – does it exist in your surroundings, and how?
